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To comprehend the current challenges that French ophthalmic care is facing, one has first to 20 appreciate the system and the changes that have occurred over the years leading to the current 21 situation. French ophthalmic care is organized differently from its British The average age of practicing ophthalmologists is 49, with fewer ophthalmologists below 45 71 than above 55, reflecting the progressive aging of the ophthalmic population and rising 72 concerns for the next 10 to 20 years. 3 As the current group of practicing ophthalmologist 73 retires, the number of graduating ophthalmologists each year, which is currently around 80, 74
will not be sufficient to replace retirement and will increased disparity in care coverage, 75 especially in the more sparsely populated areas of France. In fact, the number of an additional 1.5 residents trained per year for each university center.
5 Emphasis is also given 92 on improving surgical training with a plan to add a year to ophthalmology residency, passing 93
